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565-6847. Homework help, learning assistance for children and parents, special classes for students
with autism.. svarmer@texas.net. 32 Oct 2003 Before the Measure can pass, the electorate must

become more than a bystander. It must actively take part, as only in times of crisis does the citizen
come to life. It is now time to begin the difficult process of re-thinking the role of the citizen in our

society." (p.4) The purpose of this paper is to point out that the past forty years have not been kind
to the democratic experiment. As a result of our national policies governing education and

expanding economic possibilities we have more and more people who are "bystanders." Rather than
standing up for the rights and dignity of individuals the government has become an over-bearing

parent, controlling, and manipulating its children. "Although the election of a new president marks
the beginning of a new term, the presidentâ€™s ability to appoint and get to work on a new agenda
will depend on the citizens who show up, rather than on the president." (p.4) The phrase "citizen in a
democracy" is an important term in the process of self assessment. "The citizen is the only basis for
creating public policy and maintaining a safe and fair society. Every individual citizen has important

interests to protect and a contribution to make to the common good." (p
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