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setupOur most recent post – Three Reasons to Shut Up About Google – generated a comment

that is worth reading – probably more so than the original post: I think the most important point
to keep in mind is that he gets to use it and not anyone else. This matters because otherwise

Google’s free use policy would start looking kind of predatory. Imagine if, every time you made a
purchase, you would get a pop-up that said “If you like our service, please consider supporting it
with a donation!” in an annoying carpal-tunnel-flubbing font. I think the people on the Business
Desktop team have it right: Google doesn’t want to be responsible for what it is driving into the
wild; but it doesn’t like to support a private entity which has no problem doing so. And Google is

careful to make it plain that that’s not up to it, it has to do with the use policy. I love the
argument from brand management. Here’s my response: I’ve begun doing a lot of research for

this article so I hope you’ll forgive me for not responding right away to points made in the Google
comments. (I’m glad you took the time, however.) First, you say “I think the most important

point to keep in mind is that he gets to use it and not anyone else.” Ok, but you’re right. He gets
to use it and not anyone else – but he doesn’t need to have the search box on his page any more

than he needs to have the Youtube widget on his page. He doesn’t own it any more than I own
the words “I’m interested in buying a house” – I need to say them, but I don’t need to have my
house on the market for anyone who might want to listen. Second, “I think the people on the

Business Desktop team have it right: Google doesn’t want to be responsible for what it is driving
into the wild; but it doesn’t like to support a private entity which has no problem doing so.”

That’s a real argument, but it’s not the point I’m trying to
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